HALF TERM 2

November - December 2025
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The Year of Flight

Welcome back to Half Term 2 of
Wellgate’s Year of Flight!

Last half term, our focus was on
helping children find their wings—
discovering what makes them
unique, recognising their personal
strengths, and learning to be
proud of who they are.

This half term, our theme is “The bird who dares to fall is the bird who learns to
fly.” The focus now shifts from finding our wings to being brave enough to use
them. We'll be celebrating resilience, perseverance, and the courage to make
mistakes and learn from them.

Each week, one child from every class will be chosen by their teacher for
showing determination and pushing themselves to reach their full potential.
Children can also earn daily recognition in class by achieving ‘outstanding’
and visiting the Headteacher to celebrate their success.

Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings

This half term, we're looking forward to welcoming you into school to meet
with your child’s teachers and discuss their progress so far this year.

Parent meetings will take place on Tuesday 18th November and Thursday 20th
November, between 3:20pm and 6:00pm, for children in FS2 to Year 6.

Our online booking system will open on Monday 3rd November at 4:00pm.
You'll receive an email with full details and guidance on how to book your
appointment.
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School Council

Last half term, our Wellgate School Council members explored a new way of
working.

We introduced a programme called Smart School Councils, which helps us
capture the voice of every child in school—not just a few representatives from
each class.

A small group of pupils meets with the Headteacher to agree on a discussion
topic and turn it into a ‘big question’. They then return to their classes to share
this question with their peers. Each class discusses the topic together, sharing
ideas and voting on their responses. These results are then passed back to the
Headteacher and discussed at the next School Council meeting.

One of the topics chosen last half term focused on class assemblies. The
children’s feedback was clear—they enjoy taking part in Christmas Plays in KSI
and Year 6 Leavers’ Assemblies, but they don't find regular class assemblies as
enjoyable. Instead, they suggested inviting families into school to see their work,
join in lessons, or take part in fun, creative activities.

We loved their ideas and have decided to leave the specific arrangements up to
each class. So, keep an eye out for letters from teachers with more information!

Friends of Wellgate

School budgets are currently very tight, so fundraising plays a vital role in
helping us continue to provide those special extras that make school life so
enriching. The money raised allows us to treat children to experiences beyond
the classroom, purchase additional play equipment for break times, and
invest in new outdoor shelters and resources to further develop our Forest
School provision.

The Friends of Wellgate are an amazing group of volunteers—including
parents, governors, and staff—who organise fantastic events such as discos,
bingo nights, and cafés to raise funds for our school. However, we need more
volunteers to help us make the most of these opportunities.

If you're interested in getting involved, even in a small way, please contact
Joanne Eaton at j.eaton@ecmtrust.co.uk. Your support makes a real
difference!
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Dates for the Diary!

NOVEMBER

Monday 3" November - Children return to school

Friday 14™ November - Children in Need - “Challenge Yourself to 25" is the theme so
children are to wear their PE Kits for a day of sporting challenges.

Tuesday 18" Nov and Thursday 20" Nov - Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings for FS2-Y6
DECEMBER
Wed 3™ Dec - Non-Uniform Day in exchange for a donation for Christmas Bingo
Thurs 4™ Dec - Christmas BINGO!
Fri 5" Dec - Barnsley Hospice EIf Run
Tues 9" Dec - 9:15am and 1:45pm - Y1&2 Christmas Shows
Wed 10" Dec - 9:15am and 1:45pm - FS2 Christmas Shows
Thurs 11" Dec - 1lam and 2:30pm - FSI Christmas Carols
Fri 12" Dec - Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day
9am - Y3 Christmas Crafts and Carols
2pm - Y4 Christmas Crafts and Carols
Mon 15" Dec - Y1 and Y6 Christmas Parties (come in party clothes)

Tues 16" Dec - FS2 and Y4 Christmas Parties (come in party clothes)

Wed 17" Dec - Y3 Christmas Parties (come in party clothes) and Y5 Brass Performance at
2:15pm

Thurs 18" Dec - FS], Y2 and Y5 Christmas Parties (come in party clothes)
Fri 19" Dec - Last day of school - children to wear Christmas outfits
CHRISTMAS BREAK!

Mon 5" January - Children return to school

A
]
\
]

Y Y.F $

[




%

- A

TURN UP AND BE ON TIME!

Attendance and Punctuality — A Little Reminder

Attendance and punctuality are two key life lessons we work hard to teach our
children. Being present and on time each day helps build good habits,
responsibility, and a positive attitude towards learning.

However, we know that for our primary school children, this often depends on
parents and carers making sure they arrive on time. So, this is just a little plea
and reminder about the importance of a prompt start to the school day.

Arriving on time means your child can settle in, greet their friends, and be
ready to start learning straight away. Even a few minutes late can mean
missing the start of lessons, which can make it harder for children to feel
confident and caught up.

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child develop these
important lifelong skills — every minute really does count!
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START OF THE DAY END OF THE DAY
8:35am 3:10pm

Classroom doors are shut at 8:50am.

Gates are then closed and locked between 8:50-8:55am to keep children safe
whilst in our care.

Please help us to keep on top of these routines!

Thank you.
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