Wellgate Primary School - Music Policy 
Introduction

SUBJECT DEFINITION 
Music is essentially a practical subject which should be enjoyed by all. From an early age children

have an awareness of rhythm, pitch and sounds around them and these should be developed from 

the start of school. Children are natural music makers. The music curriculum should offer them

experiences that enable them to develop concepts and skills, but which also allows them to use

their own ideas and express themselves freely.

At Wellgate Primary School we value music because it is a powerful and unique form of 
communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. It also increases self-discipline 
and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfillment and it allows for the conveyance of ideas, thoughts and feelings which are common within and between all cultures. 

SCHOOL AIMS 

Through the teaching of music, the following whole school aims are to be reflected;
 
• to provide a secure, relaxed, convivial and well maintained learning environment 
• to encourage positive behaviour, self discipline and self motivation 
• to deliver the National Curriculum in a broad, balanced and relevant way 
• to take into account the individual needs of all children, fostering self-esteem and       confidence where everyone is valued
• to enable pupils to develop to their full potential with a positive work ethic and self

motivation and to develop lively and enquiring minds 
• to promote collaboration, encourage tolerance and stimulate communication 
• to actively engage in forging links and partnerships with the wider community 
• to develop skills that will benefit all areas of the school curriculum
GOVERNOR APPROVAL
 
This policy will be presented to the Governors during 2009 

REFERENCES TO LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY DOCUMENTS 

The general aims outlined within The Remaking Learning is an established benchmark for the delivery 
of the entire curriculum in this school and is reinforced and promoted through the teaching of music. 

In addition to the previously mentioned general aims, it is anticipated that the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of the individual child shall be addressed through all musical activities and therefore ensure the highest standards of achievement for all learners 
EFFICIENCY AND EFFECT 
GENERAL SUBJECT AIMS 
Music education at this school aims to; 
• involve children in purposeful music making within numerous practical experiences 
• develop an awareness and understanding of music from various times and places 
• enable children to express their musical thoughts, ideas and feelings 
• encourage confidence and high achievement in performing and composing 
• develop physical and aural skills through a series of practical activities 
• secure a sense of control with the use of organised patterns of sound 
• promote investigation and exploration within music making 
• facilitate access to social interaction and communication through enjoyable processes 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM REFERENCES 
All teaching of music in this school conforms to the demands of the Early Learning Goals for music found within the creative development aspect of the Foundation Stage: 
• 
recognise and explore how sounds can be changed, sing simple songs from memory, recognise repeated sounds and sound patterns and match movements to music 

…..and the National Curriculum orders. The music curriculum reflects the detail contained within the Programmes of Study and concentrates entirely on ….
 
• controlling sounds through singing and playing 
• creating and developing musical ideas 
• responding and reviewing own and others work 
• listening and applying knowledge and understanding 
maintaining a breadth of study across each key stage. 

IMPLEMENTING THE POLICY 
The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff.

Each Year group has the relevant ‘Music Express’ book. This serves as a base to aid and enhance teaching, but is not intended to be rigidly adhered to. Teachers make professional judgements about when to adapt, miss out or add additional materials where this would benefit learning.

Music Express is organised into teaching units which match the QCA units and are thus designed to

help us implement the requirements of the revised National Curriculum 2000.

They also provide the necessary details, activities, accompaniments and recordings on CD to support

our music teaching.

Aims and objectives for music are taken from Curriculum 2000. Music is divided into 2 key areas: 

MU1 Performing and Composing 
1. Performing 

2. Composition (The organisation of sound and silence) 

MU2 Listening and Appraising 
The pupils’ entitlement is for breadth of experience across the 3 strands. 

1. Performing 

2. Composing 

3. Listening and appraising 

These strands constitute the basic areas of all musical activity.
At all key stages music teaching will: 

· Develop each of the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising in all activities. 
· Extend these skills by applying listening skills and knowledge and understanding of music. 
· Through the curriculum, by making and responding to music, pupils should be helped to understand: 

 How sounds are made, changed and organised, for example, through the use of musical elements and structures. 

 How music is produced, for example, through the use of instruments and musical processes including relevant symbols and notation. 

 How music is influenced by time and place, for example, how it can be affected by the venue, occasion and purpose. 

Foundation stage and Key Stage 1 

Children listen carefully and respond physically to a wide range of different kinds of music. They play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from memory, adding accompaniments and creating short composition, with increasing confidence, imagination and control. They explore and enjoy the way sounds and silence can create different moods and effects. 

Key stage 2 

Children sing songs and play instruments with increasing confidence, skill expression and awareness of their own contribution to a group or class performance. They improvise, and develop their own musical composition, in response to a variety of different stimuli, with increasing personal involvement, independence and creativity. They explore their thoughts and feelings through responding physically,
Music is taught throughout the school, establishing cross curricular links where possible, e.g.:

Literacy, Early Years, Numeracy, Physical and Creative development.
Music has many natural links into other subjects. Some are:

English - learn about rhythm and rhyme, encouraging development of vocabulary and

improved listening skills.

Science - Listen to, identify and use sounds from the environment. Studying sounds

produced from different sources and the effect of changes in variables (e.g. length and

tension of a string).

Physical Education - composition can be linked to movement and dance - Music can

be used as a stimulus for dance

D.T. - Children design and make simple musical instruments.

R.E. – listening to music from differing religious cultures.

Geography - appreciation of music from differing ethnic backgrounds.

History – music linked to different periods in time e.g. medieval music.
ICT - Appropriate use of Information Technology is made within the music curriculum to enhance 
understanding in composition, exploration of sound and the recording and scoring of children’s work. 

As well as music lessons in class, key stage singing sessions take place weekly. A Key Stage 2 choir meets once a week  The choir perform at local venues as well as school events. 
Pupils are given the opportunity to listen to a range of music at the beginning and end of our Acts of

Worship and hymns are sung during some of our acts of worship.
Peripatetic Lessons

Children are given the opportunity to take addition music lessons throughout the week. 
Brass, keyboard, guitar, violin and woodwind lessons are currently available. Children’s 
learning in this time is shared and promoted to encourage music in the school.

School Productions
Each year all the children in school have opportunity to be involved in a production.
This could be the Harvest Festival, Christmas production or a Key Stage 2 show. 
These  involves a variety of musical and singing opportunities, which helps to further
develop children’s musical awareness and skills.
Resources

We have two music trolleys and some free standing instruments like the drum kit. Resources can easily be moved around the school. We have a piano in each hall but as the school has no pianist at the moment we are largely reliant on a wide range of CDs.A portable sound system with tape and CD player is available for every class. Music Express resources are kept in classrooms.

CDs and music are used to help children follow routines, provide a calm atmosphere when working as well as singing and music appreciation and links to other curriculum areas.  
RECORDING AND REPORTING 
Information is gathered during each half termly unit of study, and forms part of the formative method of assessment. This school reports back to parents annually and a summative comment is presented reflecting progress made within the National Curriculum programme of study. 
MONITORING AND REVIEW SCHEDULES 
The implementation of this music policy is monitored and an efficient system is in place to ensure that the whole school commitment to the teaching of music is maintained. Continuity and progression, duration and intensity of the units of study are constantly being analysed in order to amend and improve the learning environment for our pupils. 
This policy document is constantly under scrutiny and will be formally reviewed during the Autumn Term 200_. 
MONITORING ACCESS 
INCLUSION 

Every child, regardless of race, gender, or special needs, will have equality of access to a broad and balanced music curriculum. All individuals have the opportunity to experience success and develop a true appreciation of their own cultural origins and that of others. 

This music policy reflects and reiterates the issues outlined in the schools Equal Opportunities Policy. 
SEN AND DIFFERENTIATION
All children are given the opportunity to take part in all music lessons and activities.

However, it is recognised that some children will need extra support and this will be provided where possible. Methods of differentiation will include differentiation by outcome, task, resources allocated 
and support given.
GIFTED AND TALENTED
Children who are identified as Gifted and Talented require planned opportunities for learning, which offer extra possibilities for them to use and extend their unique abilities. These activities and opportunities are identified in the short term planning where appropriate.

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Although this music policy refers and adheres to the general guidance given in the schools Health and Safety Policy, there are further issues to be addressed when delivering music; 
• sensitivity towards noise 
• spatial awareness 
• appropriate use of musical resources and instruments 
• consideration given to the sharing of wind instruments 
• careful use of information technology 
SUPPORT AGENCIES 

The school is supported by and makes appropriate use of a range of support services. It receives Instrumental Tuition, Classroom Support, INSET Training and other types of support from the Advisory services.
 
FUNDING STRATEGIES 
In order to maintain resources and enable the development of music and it’s required resources within the school, funds are generated through a variety of events including, regular school concerts, public performances and by identifying specific requirements built into the school development plan. 

ROLE OF THE HEAD/ GOVERNORS
 
The Headteacher and the Governors actively promote music as an integral part of the whole and balanced school curriculum. They also play an important role in celebrating the progress and attainment of pupils within this subject. 

COMMUNITY LINKS AND PARTNERSHIPS 

The school is actively involved in forging links with the wider community and is investigating new partnerships with local business. The school frequently performs in pyramid projects and invites members of the community to attend school concerts and other musical events. 

Prepared by; 

Co-ordinator for Music 
